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What’s the problem?
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The Research

1. What makes a park feel safe or 

unsafe?

2. How do the views of professionals 

compare with women and girls?
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What makes a park feel safe or unsafe?
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'If you go to a park, you get basketball 

courts, you get football fields, you get 

gym stuff, skating stuff… it aims at men, 

so like there’s nothing that aims 

for women to do in a park.'

‘Someone in the park 

that you could go to... 

a woman that works 

around the park.’ 

‘It’s not the women’s responsibility to 

take safety measures, it’s the men’s 

responsibility not to do it. 

And society’s responsibility to 

educate men...’





*As well as: To establish standards of good management. To promote and share good practice amongst 

the green space sector. To recognise and reward the hard work of managers, staff and volunteers.

• To ensure that everybody has access to quality green and other open spaces, 

irrespective of where they live.

• To ensure that these spaces are appropriately managed and meet the needs 

of the communities that they serve.

Purpose and aims:



1996

STANDARD VOICE INFLUENCE

Birkenhead Park, The Wirral, UK

Green Flag Award winner since 2007



1. Australia

2. Austria

3. Belgium

4. Finland

5. France

6. Germany

7. Ireland

8. Mexico

9. The Netherlands

10. New Zealand

11. Portugal

12. Spain

13. Sweden

14. Turkey

15. United Arab Emirates

16. United Kingdom

17.  USA



WINNERS

South Bank Parklands, Brisbane

Green Flag Award winner since 2014

City Parks

Nature Reserves

University Campuses

Woodlands

Neighbourhood Parks

Country Parks

Cemeteries / Burial Grounds

Botanic and Historic Gardens

2,400+



Consultation

• Parks managers

• Architects

• Landscape architects

• Planners

• Academics

• Neighbourhood policing

• Park friends’ groups

• Women’s safety services







• Facilities

• Seating

• Active Travel

• Activities for women

• General activation



• Staff management

• Technological eyes

• Staff management

• Technological eyes



• Vegetation

• Facilities

• Landscaping



• Perimeters and entrances

• Paths

• Facilities

• Park layout



• Important, but tricky!

• Lighting and nature



• Variety and nature

• Multiple spaces

• Facility design

• Intuitive wayfinding

• Good signage



• Familiarity and design

• Indicating belonging

• Inclusion for everyone

• Toilets



• Litter

• Maintenance

• Management

• Communications



• Transport

• Planning



• Co-production

• Engaging the whole community

• Safety Walks

• Intersectionality





www.greenflagaward.org

Take action!





Next steps…
• Review the guidance in 

your organisation

• Share the guidance with:

• Academics

• Politicians

• Senior leadership

• Key decision makers / 
stakeholders

• Funders

• Further research / 
investigation

Next steps…





June 2023



Oct 2023





July 2024



• Adopted by Green Flag Award as supplementary guidance

(the programme is owned by the UK Government)

• Keep Britain Tidy training Green Flag Award judges at regional annual debriefs and 

online webinars

• The UK Government All-Party Parliamentary Group for Parks and Green Spaces debated 

the guidance and park safety in June 2023 

• Sport England parliamentary round table used the guidance to identify opportunities for 

making sport/activity safer for women in October 2023

• West Yorkshire – Informing the Mayor’s Police and Crime Plan

• To date - 80 Park Managers and volunteers have been trained as “active bystanders” by 

the Suzy Lamplugh Trust (1986)

IMPACT







Carl McClean, Green Flag Award International Development Manager, Keep Britain Tidy 

Email: carl.mcclean@keepbritaintidy.org

Thank

You
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