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Equal accessibility - Not just about physical accessibility 

Not just about physical accessibility – 

SDG 11, Sustainable Cities and 

Communities, 

describe the importance of universal access 

to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and 

public spaces, and points out four broad 

target groups; women, children, older 

persons and persons with disabilities

SDG11 - 
Sustainable Cities 
and Communities,

Pointing out four 

broad target groups; 

women, children, 

elderly and people 

w. disabilities



A challenge to engage (Arnstein, 1969; …….. Randrup et al., 2017; 2021)

   (from tokenism to self-management – managers wants to, but finds it challenging)

Public space managers are crucial in defining involvement processes (e.g., Castell, 2010)

Involvement processes are often project bound - being limited to time and resources

Equity via involvement in public space management 



How are local 
governments involving 
users today?

Fors, H., F.Aa, Hagemann, Å.O. Sang & T.B. Randrup (2021) Striving for inclusion 
– A systematic review of long-term participation in strategic management 
of urban green spaces. Front. in Sust. Cities, Section Urban Greening. 



(UF) Management definitions - as long-term approaches

Jansson, et al. (2019) The Governance of Landscape 

Management: New Approaches to Urban Space 

Development. Landscape Research

Kavacs et al. (2014) Saker Falcon Falco cherrug Global 

Action Plan. CMS Raptors MOU Technical Publication No. 

2, CMS Technical Series No. 31. 



Processoriented toolbox

Analysis

Current situation?

Identify the challenge

3. Bridge: Evaluate

– did we make a difference?

2. Bridge: Ideas – how does the 

ideas help to reach the goals?

1. Bridge: Formulate challenge and goal(s)

Design

Find the solutions

Implement

Test the solutions



2019

Development of 

processmodel and 

toolbox

2020

Testbeds year 1

Test of processmodel

Revision of 

processmodel

2021

Testbeds year 2

Test av procesmodel

Revision of 

procesmodel

2022

Introduction of 

procesmodel & toolbox

Final conference



• Analysis of place qualities

• On-site interviews

• Park-walks

• Park-walks with children

• Design workshop

• Events

• Temporary solutions

The tested tools:



Three Swedish Test Beds



Smaller interventions 

established by the City of 

Tyresö, in cooperation with 

local schools and the Green 

Space Management Dept. 

The path has been tested and 

re-adjusted. 

Involving School Children

Tyresö



Numerous smaller 

interventions agreed 

between the City of Östra 

Göinge, local residents, and 

local school children. 

Establishment on hold due to 

toxic soils.

Involving the local 

community

Östra Göinge



Path established by the City of 

Malmö, in cooperation 

between 

the Disability Dept. and 

the Green Space Man. Dept. 

for people with autism. 

The path is now being tested 

and re-adjusted. 

Involving people with 

autism

Malmö



The ParkLIV process model



ParkLIV is a process 
- not a project

Present a framework 
– not a plan

Keep it simple
– tools, events, short time, quick results

Evaluate on a running basis 

Conclusions 

To re-prioritize time 
- is the main investment

Identify a project owner / a Bridge Builder

It takes time to establish relations 
- but this is a long-term investment

Easier if policy exist



Three European Test Beds

Swedish Uni of Agricultural Sciences

Wageningen University, NL

Urban Planning Institute of Slovenia

Tyresö (S)

Den Bosch (NL)

Velenje (SL)

Living Cities & Communities, LCC

European Knowledge Network, EUKN



Thank you
Emma Shepherdson, Hanna Fors, Jennie Björstad, Bengt Persson, Åsa Ode Sang & Henrik Nolmark 

+ Municipalities Malmö, Tyresö & Östra Göinge

www.livingcities.se/parkliv.html [in Swedish]

Randrup et al. (2024) ParkLIV – Involving non-users in green space management. 

Local Environment. The International Journal of Justice and Sustainability - 10.1080/13549839.2024.2353046

http://www.livingcities.se/parkliv.html
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